
 

 
 
 
 

0REMEMBRANCE DAY 2010 

 

 

“…BETWEEN THE CROSSES ROW ON ROW…” 
 
 

On Remembrance Day, Thursday, 
November 11th, 2010, about half of 
Canada’s population will wear a red 
poppy pinned to their clothing. 
 
Although there are several kinds of 
poppy, the one on which we model the 
Armistace Day flower is “Papaver 
rhoeas”, or red flowered Corn poppy.  It 
is a common weed in Europe, including 
Flanders Fields, the setting for U of T 
alumnus John McCrae’s poem, which 
many of our generation learned by heart 
in school. 
 

The symbolism of the poppy flower goes 
back to Greco-Roman myths.  Its bright 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In 1918, an American, Moina Michael, 
started wearing a poppy to commemorate 
the millions of World War I battlefield 
dead.  A French woman, Mme. Guerin, 
learned of this custom and she decided to 
use hand-made poppies to raise money 
for the destitute children in war-torn 
France.  In 1921, the first poppies were 
distributed in Canada to raise money for 
Canada’s returned Veterans.  116,031 
Canadians died in battle.  The poppy - a 
simple little red flower - is a potent 
reminder of that sacrifice! 
 

                    …………..Maureen Somerville 
                          (with help from the Royal Canadian 
                           Legion and Wikipedia) 

scarlet hue promised resurrection after death, and the 
flowers were made as offerings to the dead.  Also, at that 
time, the red flower was a symbol of death and sleep, 
perhaps because of the properties of the opium poppy. 
 

During the Napoleonic wars, fields that were barren before 
battle exploded with the bright red flowers after the 
fighting ended.  Chalk soils had become rich in lime from 
rubble left, allowing the poppy to thrive.  Once the lime 
was absorbed, the poppies ceased to grow. 
 

John McCrae’s poem “In Flanders Fields” was first 
published in 1915 and with it began the popularity of the 
red poppy as a symbol for the soldiers who died in war. 
 

 ____________________________________________________________ 
 

4CARILLON RECITALS 
AT SOLDIERS’ TOWER 

 

Prior to and following the Remembrance Day Ceremony on 
Thursday, November 11th, the Carillon will be played by 
carillonneur Michael Hart.  Thanks to the support of The 
McLean Foundation, a Carillon Performance Program has 
been set up to ensure this special art continues.  Under the 
direction of Ray Lee, two students, Minako Uchino and 
Clara Rozee, are apprenticing and learning  to play the 
Carillon in Soldiers’ Tower.  Minako and Clara will also 
participate with Michael Hart as the bells ring over campus. 
 

INDEX TO THIS ISSUE: 

Remembrance Day: The Poppy                          pg.1 
Volunteer Opportunities             pg.2 
2011 Stratford Trip/Events/Arbor Awards           pg.2 
President’s Corner             pg.3 
2011 Winter Canadian Perspectives Lectures           pg.3 
SAA’s support: U of T Advancement           pg.4 
Rivi Frankle Retirement                                         pg.4 
 

  

1REMEMBRANCE DAY CEREMONY 
 

Thursday, November 11th, 2010 
10:15am - 11:00am 

2Soldiers’ Tower 
3University of Toronto 

(Reception follows in The Great Hall, Hart House) 
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0SENIOR ALUMNI VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
 

One of our objectives is “to provide opportunities for senior alumni to serve the University.”  We hope you will try one of 
these opportunities.  If you require further information, please contact Kathy Parks at the Senior Alumni Office: phone (416) 
978-0544, or email us at senior.alumni@utoronto.ca 
 
               1ROBARTS LIBRARY TOURS                      INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS CENTRE 
 

Robarts Library is looking for senior volunteers interested 
in becoming tour guides at Robarts Library.  The tours, 
which begin in September, are primarily to acquaint first-
year and international students with U of T’s system.  
Volunteers must be comfortable spending one or two hours 
walking through the library and speaking to groups of up to 
20 students.  Training is provided and a bonus is a 
complimentary U of T library card.  Interested? Contact 
Wolf von Kalben at wolfvk@sympatico.ca or by phone at 
(905) 294-6211. 
 

  

The Centre for International Experience is looking for 
volunteers with good English conversation skills to help 
International Students who are registered in their English 
Conversation Program.  If you would enjoy helping the 
students practice and further develop their communi-
cations skills in English, gain insight into Canadian culture 
and life at the University of Toronto, and share their cross-
cultural experiences.  The next session is scheduled for 
January, 2011.  For further information, contact Kathy 
Parks at the Senior Alumni office as noted above. 
 

2ROTMAN SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
 

The Rotman School of Business is looking for volunteer group facilitators for English language conversation groups for their 
international students.  The Rotman Commerce undergraduate business program has a large number of international students 
(27% of the 2,300 student body) and the goal of their English Conversation Groups (ECG) is to develop students’ Engish 
conversation skills and aid in their integration into Canada.  The ECG groups are each ten weeks long and are held over three 
terms during the year.  For further information and details, please contact Lily Abediny, Student Life Assistant Director, 
Rotman Commerce, University of Toronto via email at lily.abediny@utoronto.ca. or phone (416) 946-0142. 
 

3EVENTS 

STRATFORD 2011 
 

Choices, Choices! 
 

The Stratford season program for 2011 has been published, 
but dates and tickets are not yet available from Mary 
Morton Tours.  The two Shakespeare plays in the Festival 
Theatre are “Twelfth Night”, which will feature Brian 
Dennehy as Sir Toby Belch and Steven Ouimette as Sir 
Andrew Aquecheek, and “Merry Wives of Windsor” with 
Geraint Wyn Davies as Falstaff.  I feel the “Twelfth 
Night” is our best choice, but it does not start previews 
until the end of June and seniors’ discounts will not be 
available until after Labour Day.  How would you, our 
members, feel about tripping to Stratford in September 
sometime after Labour Day? If you would like to join us on 
a September date, let me know (416-423-6615) or email me 
at mj_somerville@rogers.com.  We need to see a comedy 
for a change!  OK, I know “Tempest” is classed as a 
comedy, but it is a dark one.  Let me hear from you! 
                                       …….Maureen Somerville,  Events Chair 
 

 
 

THE FACULTY OF MUSIC 
 

Did you know that the Faculty of Music has wonderful 
musical experiences during the school year at the Edward 
Johnson Building (behind the old Planetarium)?  
 

4Thursdays At Noon is a series of free matinee 
performances beginning at 12:10pm in Walter Hall in the 
Edward Johnson Building.  There are also free matinees at 
various midday times starring the likes of Steuart Bedford, 
Manuel Barrueco, Chen Li, the Gryphon Trio, the Imani 
Winds, Ajay Heble, David Maslanka, the St. Lawrence 
String Quartet, John Adams, and the Ebena Quartet.  You 
can also attend evening performances which are free or at 
a nominal cost to seniors for performances by guest artists, 
students, chamber ensembles and the University of 
Toronto Symphony Orchestra. 
 

For information on the performance schedule, go to the 
Faculty of Music website (www.music.utoronto.ca) or 
phone the box office at (416) 978- 3744. 
 

 

ARBOR AWARD WINNERS 
 

Congratulations to Margaret Home and Calla Janes who received their Arbor Awards at a ceremony held on September 
16th at President Naylor’s residence.  As members of the Senior Alumni Association, Margaret and Calla received their well-
deserved awards for their dedicated volunteer service to the University since 1994 as Senior Alumni volunteers.  Thank you! 
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0President’s Corner 

  

1Canadian Perspectives  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

As I stroll through the campus, I 
see students hurrying to class or 
sitting hunched over their 
laptops.  I wonder if they have 
time to enjoy the warm sunny 
days and beautiful colours of fall. 
 

This is one of the joys of the 
golden years.  We do have the 
time to enjoy the beauty around 
us.  Another is being part of the 
group who  make  up  the  Senior 

 

Alumni Association.  And did you know that each 
association of alumni at the University of Toronto is part of 
the UTAA?  The UTAA was founded in 1900 because of 
the need to provide funding sources for the university. In 
the past it has helped to fund Convocation Hall, the 
Soldiers’ Tower and to provide scholarships to veterans and 
their families.  It aims to engage alumni of the university 
through all stages of life from recent grads to senior alumni.  
There are 240,000 U of T graduates living in the greater 
Toronto area. 
 

Our Senior Alumni Association is very successful in 
engaging alumni because we attract graduates back to the 
university each week for our lecture series.  We have 
approximately 300 seniors attending our lectures this fall at 
one of our three series, held on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday of each week for nine weeks.  In addition, we 
have decided to continue the winter series, which was so 
well received in January/February earlier this year.  Our 
second winter series of lectures will begin on February 1st, 
2011.  Kristine Thompson and her team of volunteers have 
put together a fine program of top notch speakers.  We are 
grateful for their efforts.  But we could use your help with 
this project as well as with others in which the SAA is 
engaged.  If you would like to volunteer to assist with any 
of our activities, just say the word to anyone on the SAA 
executive.  That is how you could be part of the greater 
UTAA, to which I referred earlier and help to facilitate its 
goals which are so worthy. 
 

A glorious thanksgiving weekend has just gone by and we 
look forward to November 11th at 10:15am at the Soldiers’ 
Tower next to Hart House.  I invite you to attend if you can. 
If not, I invite you to remember and to honour, in your own 
way, the brave men and women who gave their lives in the 
First World War and those who continue to lay down their 
lives so that we may continue to live in peace and freedom. 
 

In closing, I would like to quote a few words of a poem 
written by a U of T alumnus in 1915. 

“If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders’ Fields.” 
 
Gerry Devlin, President 
 

 

2Winter Lecture Series 
 
First the good news! 
 

Since last year’s Canadian Perspective Winter Lecture 
Series for ‘non-snowbird’ members was very successful, 
we have set up another series for this coming winter. 
 

The location is the same: the O.I.S.E. Auditorium adjacent 
to the St. George subway station at St. George and Bloor.  
The day and the time are the same as well: Tuesdays from 
10:00am to 12:00pm.  Also, there will still be five lectures 
at the same price of $45.00. 
 

The Winter Lecture schedule is as follows: 

    Feb. 01    -  Prof. Nick Mount, English 
                           (“TVO Best Lecturer” Finalist) 
                       “Intellectual Citizenship” 

    Feb. 08    -  Dr. Reinhold Vieth, Nutritional Sciences 
                       “Vitamin D and Osteoporosis” 

    Feb. 15    -  John Sewell, Former Mayor of Toronto 
                        “Development of the Suburbs” 

    Feb. 22    -  Katharine Barber, Editor, Oxford English 
                       “The Word Lady”                      Dictionary 

    Mar. 01   -  Prof. Robert Bothwell,  
                        International Relations Program 
                       “Serial Monogamy” 
 

Registration forms will be available at the current Fall 
Lecture series, so we encourage you to sign up for the 
Winter Series. 
 

And now the sad news…  Unfortunately, due to financial, 
facility and volunteer considerations, we have very 
reluctantly decided to suspend the Tuesday afternoon 
series for the coming Spring Canadian Perspective 
Lectures and the Fall 2011 Lecture Series as well.  We 
hope that our Tuesday registrants will move to either (or 
both!) the Monday afternoon or Wednesday morning 
series.  We encourage you to do so. 
 

Meanwhile, back to the good news.  Kristine Thompson 
and her group are well into booking the guest speakers for 
the spring Monday and Wednesday lectures.  We expect 
registration forms for the Spring Series to be available to 
you before the end of this fall series of lectures.  Speak to 
your series chair if you have any questions or comments. 
______________________________________________ 
 

Did You Know…..? 
 

Victoria College, which opened originally in Belleville, 
moved to its present site in 1892.  Hart Massey donated 
$200,000 to encourage the move, as did William 
Gooderham with the same amount of money.  Mr. 
Gooderham, although a son of the whiskey-distilling 
family, worked in the railway business. 
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“We Couldn’t Do It All Alone!” 
 

  

The old adage, “You can’t do it 
all alone” is true!  The Senior 
Alumni Association couldn’t do 
what we do without not only the 
help of our members and friends 
on campus, but also the much 
welcomed support of the U of T 
Advancement Division in the 
persons of Kathy Parks, our 
Administrative Assistant, Barbara 
Dick, Executive Director, Alumni 
Affairs and her assistant, Eva 
Richter, who is also Alumni 
Program Co-ordinator. 
 

We pride ourselves on being fully 
self-sufficient   and   independent Kathy Parks, Barbara Dick, Eva Richter 

 

Barbara Dick attends our Board 
meetings on an ex-officio basis.  In 
her reports to us, she keeps us 
abreast of alumni and university 
happenings and events on campus. 
Along with her assistant Eva 
Richter, Barbara keeps us 
involved in the University 
community.  Because of our 
longstanding university involve-
ment, Barbara feels the Senior 
Alumni Association embodies their 
vision of alumni as members of a 
shared community invested in the 
university’s future success.  She 
finds the S.A.A. as volunteer  
colleagues exceptionally  resource- 

throughout the past 35 years of running our Canadian 
Perspectives Lecture Series and volunteer programs.  
However, we are aware that with escalating costs and aging 
membership, things are tending to get ‘tight’, and we really 
couldn’t do all that we do without the background reinforce-
ment of Alumni Affairs. 
 

There are tangible necessities such as a meeting room for our 
monthly executive meetings, office space with the usual 
equipment trappings (computer, phone, printer, copier, etc.) 
for our Administrative Assistant, for which we share both 
Kathy and the costs with the Soldiers’ Tower Committee. 
But if we want to set up an ‘information booth’ at Reunion or 
another university event, miraculously a table appears, with 
tablecloth and banner, thanks to Alumni Affairs. 
 

However, one of the most valuable supports we get from 
Alumni Affairs is encouragement, advice and information.  

 ful and independent and a great asset to U of T alumni.  
Barbara says they feel privileged to work with the S.A.A. 
 

We are also blessed with Kathy Parks as our 
Administrative Assistant.  Many of our members know 
Kathy, especially if registering for the Lectures.  Kathy is 
always there for us and does excellent, professional work.  
We would be lost without her!  Fortunately, Kathy enjoys 
working with us because she has the opportunity to not 
only work in such an intellectual, stimulating environment 
on a beautiful, historical campus like St. George, but also 
appreciates interacting with senior alumni who have 
enquiring minds and are engaged, intellectual and well-
read.  She admires our members who have had their 
careers and raised families, but now return to campus for 
further knowledge, stimulation and re-engagement. 
 

Thank you Barbara, Eva and Kathy.  A very big thank you! 

 

 

Rivi Frankle 

 

Rivi Frankle, Assistant Vice-President (Alumni and Stakeholder Relations) retired from the 
Division of University Advancement on September 30th after 39 years of service to the University.  
Over the years, Rivi has become a familiar face to our alumni members as they come back to 
campus for university functions.  Prior to joining Advancement, Rivi worked in Student Services for 
17 years, and for 14 of those years she was Director of the Career Centre.  She had been publisher of 
the U of T Magazine since 1977, and she served as Interim Vice-President (Advancement) for two 
years.  Among her many contributions to the university over the years, Rivi was instrumental in 
establishing both the Cressy Awards for outstanding student volunteerism and the Arbor Awards for 
Alumni volunteer contribution.  She also originated the idea for Convocation Hall’s 100th 
anniversary special graduation convocation for those U of T students who served in the Second 
World War and were unable to attend their own convocation. Rivi is also well known for her incred- 

ible reading of the citations at the Arbor Awards!  She received her own Arbor Award this year for her volunteer contributions 
on campus as an advocate of the United Way and diversity.   ….Enjoy a well-deserved retirement, Rivi! 

0THE SENIOR ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
   University Advancement                                          Phone:  416-978-0544  
   21 King’s College Circle                                          Email:  senior.alumni@utoronto.ca 
   University of Toronto                                               Senior Alumni webpage: 
   Toronto, Ontario  M5S 3J3                                       http://www.alumni.utoronto.ca/senior 

   This newsletter is published quarterly by: 

  The  Senior  Alumni  Association 
  Editor:               Wendy Talfourd-Jones 
  Ass’t Editor:      Maureen Somerville 
  Admin.Support: Kathy Parks      [500copies] 
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