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Summer is supposed to be a 
time of quiet reflection on 
the past and preparations 
for the fall season. But this 
summer season has been 
different. 

In early June, Spring Reun- 
ion marked the 175th anni- 
versary of the University of 
Toronto. As a member of 
the class of ‘52, I, with 
many others, celebrated the 

50th anniversary of our graduation from U. of T. We at- 
tended a number of lunches, receptions and concerts and 
thoroughly enjoyed the celebrations. One of the many ac- 
tivities comprising Spring Reunion was a piano concert by 
John Arpin who entertained us so well last year. 

And so the good times ended. Elsewhere in this Newslet- 
ter, we tell you about the problems we encountered in se- 
curing suitable lecture halls for our Canadian Perspectives 
series this fall. We recognize of course that the require- 
ments of the increasing number of students must take 
precedence in the assignment of lecture halls but we do 
feel strongly that the contribution of our seniors through 
our many volunteer activities warrants careful considera- 
tion of our needs. Fortunately there is a happy outcome. 
We have good space for all lectures. 

I am deeply saddened to report to you the death on Sunday 
August 4, 2002, of Olive Gordon, an esteemed member of 
our Executive and a faithful attendee of Canadian Perspec- 
tives lectures. Olive was an important and active contribu- 
tor to senior alumni activities for many, many years. Fur- 
ther comments on Olive’s achievements with senior alumni 
are included in another part of this Newsletter. 

And of course as the fall season comes upon us, we are 
gearing up for continuation of our many volunteer activi- 
ties at the university. In particular, we continue our work 
on the archives at Victoria and University colleges and the 
University of Toronto Art Centre. These are a new type 
of activity in that attendance on a regular and scheduled 
basis is involved. Should you wish further information on 
this type of volunteerism, please call Ilmar Talvila at 
(416) 231-1752 or myself at (416) 626-7716. We do con- 
tinue our “on request” services where a number of us get 
together to socialize, tell stories and stuff envelopes for 
engineers, architects or others for whom our “sometime” 
assistance is requested. If this type of activity suits your 
style, please call Grace Merson at (416) 447-6764. 

Betty Carter (416) 757-4972 is our able Treasurer and a 
long-time volunteer at the Royal Ontario Museum and 
Katharine Brown (416) 932-3534 continues to seek recruits 
to act as volunteers as tour guides at the Robarts Library. 

As you see then our volunteer activities continue to ex- 
pand but some new people would be very welcome. If 
any of these services could be of interest to you, please 
contact one or another of the people noted above. We 
would be delighted to hear from you. 

John Corkill 
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I hope everyone has had an enjoyable summer. I’m writ- 
ing my column from the cottage - Whew! The weather has 
been very hot and humid. We had a bit of bad luck on 
August 2nd when at 3 a.m. our cottage was battered by a 
“micro-burst” storm that caused a great amount of damage 
to our buildings and great devastation to our trees - how- 
ever, thankfully, none of us were injured. 

I’m looking forward, as many of you are, to the fall Cana- 
dian Perspectives Lecture Series. We’ve had a great deal 
of difficulty in obtaining space for our lectures because of 
student requirements caused by the “double cohort.” 
These lectures and our volunteer work are the glue that 
holds our senior alumni together; so, your executive 
worked diligently and has overcome these problems. 

Facilities have been obtained so that we can proceed with 
the fall series. 

On Saturday, August 10, Bev Coburn hosted an 80th birth- 
day party for executive member, Jane Schoonmaker. Con- 
gratulations Jane. University life and activities help keep 
us young! 

Special thanks to Jean Anderson for arranging a very suc- 
cessful year-end executive luncheon, in June, at the Fac- 
ulty Club. 

I was saddened to hear that Olive Gordon had passed 
away on Sunday, August 4.,Olive was a long-standing 
member of our executive and of the SAV Committee. 
Our sincerest condolences to her family and many friends. 

See you at the lectures!! 

Doug Philp 

OR ALUMNI 

0 

Senior Alumni lost another stalwart with the passing of 
Olive Gordon on Sunday, August 4, 2002. Olive was ac- 
tive in both the Senior Alumni Executive and ATU (now 
SAV). Over the years she held the executive offices of 
both Treasurer and Secretary and in SAV she kept the vol- 
unteer records for many years. Olive actively contributed 
to the discussions of operations and policy in these com- 
mittees. 

She was a graduate and a long time supporter of Victoria, 
where she earned an MA in 1936. Among her many in- 
terests was bridge. She was a Bridge Master and fre- 
quently took cruises where the main attraction was bridge. 
We have been informed that a Memorial Service will be 
held at a later date and that donations to Victoria Univer- 
sity in the University of Toronto will be appreciated. 
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For over 20 years, University College provided the Senior 
Alumni with the use of Room 179 and Croft Chapter 
House without charge. When we expanded to four groups, 
the Department of Zoology offered us the use of an eighty 
seat room in the Ramsay Wright Building. We had no 
problem finding room accommodation until the present in- 
crease in enrolment made it necessary for the Office of 
Space Management to give priority to student academic 
classes. The full effect of the double cohort arriving at 
universities will not be felt until September 2003, but this 
fall we expect an increase in enrolment, thus an increase 
in the use of facilities by students and a restriction in 
space available for alumni use. 

By the end of June we usually have our speakers con- 
firmed, dates and rooms confirmed and registrants have 
sent in their deposits. This year by the end of June only 
the Tuesday afternoon group in the Ramsay Wright Build- 
ing had their space confirmed. Nothing seemed to be 
working out, when Maureen Somerville, our liaison with 
UTAA suggested that we request the use of the Council 
Chambers in Simcoe Hall. This auspicious space is rarely 
used by students and was about to be redecorated. We 
were granted class space for Monday afternoons and 
Wednesday and Thursday mornings. The Council Cham- 
bers hold 120 people, but the room is up 28 steps ____ this 
was a concern to us. 

Howard Pentland spoke to a friend at Emmanuel College 
and we were offered the Emmanuel Electronic Classroom 
for Monday afternoons and Thursday mornings. This 
room has easy access and is also close to the subway. We 
elected to take this space for the Thursday morning group, 
but a week later the room was commandeered by the Of- 
fice of Space Management for academic classes and we 
were back to climbing stairs or using the elevator in the 
President’s office. 

Suddenly the provost needed the Council Chambers every 
Thursday morning; however, we were allowed to use this 
room on Tuesday afternoon. This started a complete reor- 
ganization. Fran Barr rearranged the speakers and John 
Corkill, Grace Merson and Kathy Parks contacted the reg- 
istrants. By mid July the Office of Space Management 
was still booking academic classes for students and we 
were informed that our Council Chamber reservations 
could be cancelled on short notice. New applicants were 
not sent registration forms because of the uncertainty of 
the availability of rooms. 

Assurances were not available for room reservations at U. 
of T. until late in August - without them planning was 
very difficult. Some off campus sites were considered, but 
none of us would choose to meet off campus, for senti- 
mental reasons. 

August 23 - scoop! - Rooms are available! 
The University Administration contacted our alumni office 
to offer rooms which are large enough and, where not on 
the ground floor, are easily accessible by elevator, Ar- 
rangements for coffee and lunches have not yet been fully 
settled, but we are very thankful to the University for meet- 
ing our needs. It means a lot for the Senior Alumni to 
meet in the U. of T. Environment. 

THE TORONTO ROUND 
Some of you may be interested in a somewhat different 
form of learning experience. The Toronto Round Table 
meets in Hart House once monthly from October through 
May with a group of 30 to 40 people seated around a table 
listening to a presentation and asking questions of interest- 
ing and accomplished speakers on subjects which might be 
considered somewhat eclectic. 

The first session for example takes place on Wednesday, 
October 9, from noon to 2 p.m. The speaker will be 
James Smythe, O.B.E., whose topic will be: “A. Worm’s 
Eye View From West Africa.” He says, “I like spending 
my evenings talking, and enjoying a therapeutic glass with 
articulate companions.” 

Annual membership dues for 2002/2003 Session are $25 ($40 
with spouses). The buffet-style sandwich lunch is $12 (cash 
bar available). Members will be mailed a Notice of Meeting 
each month with a commentary on the guest speaker. For 
those interested, there is an application form on page 4. 
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F'ORSENIORALUMNIPROJECTS 

Project Leader. enior Alumni 
Office (416) 978-0544. This project is desperately short of 
volunteers to staff the information desk at the Koffler stu- 
dent Centre (comer of St. George and College.) Volun- 
teers help students by answering basic questions about the 
location of the various services and offices in the Student 
Centre. Shifts are normally four hours and the volunteer is 
seated. Volunteers usually commit to one shift per week. 
The objective is to free up full-time professional staff so 
they can provide special counselling to students. Anyone 
interested please call the above number. Don’t put it off. 

Project Leaders: Katharine Brown (416) 932-3534 and 
John Corkill (416) 626-7716. Volunteers lead one-hour 
afternoon walking tours of the library every weekday dur- 
ing September and at less frequent intervals during the rest 
of the school year. This project suits a volunteer who en- 
joys talking to groups of students and who feels comfort- 
able walking around the library for an hour. Volunteers 
can commit to as many or few shifts as they want. 

Project Leaders: Grace Merson 447-6764 and Mary Rowe 
(416) 923-7813. Volunteers are required to assist with mailings 
at a variety of locations on campus. This project is appropriate 
for volunteers who do not want to commit to a regular schedule. 

Project Leaders: Ilmar Talvila (416) 23 I-1752 and John Corkill 
(416) 626-7716. A variety of activities including identifica- 
tion, organizing, restoring and preserving historic documents. 
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Each November 11 (or the Friday before if the 1 lth falls on a weekend) the 
Soldiers’ Tower Committee holds a service to remember the men and women 
from this University, who lost their lives defending Canada. The Soldiers’ 
Tower was built in 1924 in memory of the 623 men and one woman lost to the Univer- 
sity in the Great War, 1914-1918. Carved on the Memorial Screen are the names of 
those who lost their lives in that struggle. After the Second World War, the names of 
the 557 men and women lost in the 1939-1945 conflict were placed on the two walls 
of the memorial archway. A start has been made to record those lost in the Korean l:.-. -,,,..- ._..-.r~ 
and other wars. Canada has a living history and it is important that we remember 
those who have made great sacrifices to allow us to live in freedom in this country. $p’ 
Please join the Soldiers’ Tower Committee, students, staff and faculty at the Tower, 
lo:30 a.m. Monday, November 11, 2002, and afterwards in the Great Hall. 

To SENIOR ALUMNI 
activities and programs pick up the phone and leave a 
message at 416-978-0544. We will be happy to send you 
a copy of our brochure and answer any of your questions. 
You could also write to us at: 

Senior Alumni Association 
Department of Alumni and Development 
21 King’s College Circle 
University of Toronto 
Toronto, Ont. M5S 3 53 
Phone: 4 16-978-0544 
FAX: 416-978-3958 
Mark fax “Attention: Senior Alumni Assoc.” 
E-mail: senior.alumni@utoronto.ca 
Visit the Senior Alumni web page at: 
http://www.alumni.utoronto.ca/groups/senior.htm 

TORONTO ROUND 
MEMBERS 

Return to: Hugh Wilkinson, Sec. Treasurer, 
27 Summerhill Gardens, Toronto, ON M4T lB3 

Tel: (4 16) 925-9426 

Full Names (including titles and first names) 

Address: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . 

Tel./(Fax) Nos.: ........................ .E-mail: .................. 

Member’s dues are payable on application. 


