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No, but on May 3, Dr. Ilse Treurnicht will tell us�
about the MaRS Discovery District at our Annual�
General Meeting and Volunteer Recognition Day.�

You may have noticed the�
word “MaRS” on the old�
Toronto General Hospital�
building on College Street.�
MaRS was created in 2000 by�
a group of individuals and or-�
ganizations, who believed that�
Canada could do better in the�
global innovation economy.�

Superb science and technology�
are being developed across�
Canada, but efforts to translate�
this into commercial opportu-�
nities have been limited.  The�
founders of MaRS wanted to�
fill this gap and ensure that this�
country benefits from the com-�
mercial exploitation of our re-�
search wherever possible.  The�
role of MaRS is to get business, risk capital and sci-�
ence working together.  By bringing people and ideas�
together, the commercial potential of research results�
could be greatly enhanced.�

Dr. Treurnicht is�the CEO of the MaRS Discovery�
District.  She joined MaRS in January 2005 from her�
role as President & CEO of Primaxis Technology�
Ventures, a start-up stage venture capital fund focused�
on the advanced technologies sector.  Before Primax-�
is, Ilse was with several companies focusing on the�
utilization of emerging technology.�

She serves on several Boards, including the Canadian�
Institute for Advanced Research (CIAR), the Cana-�
dian Venture Capital Association (CVCA) and Op-�
timer Photonics.�

Ilse� is originally from�
South Africa, where she�
earned her M Sc.�cum�
laude� in polymer science�
from the University of Stel-�
lenbosch.�Ilse holds a�
DPhil in chemistry from�
Oxford University, which�
she attended as a Rhodes�
Scholar and where she met�
David Naylor, President of�
The University of Toronto,�
who became her husband.�
She conducted postdoctoral�
research at the University�
of Western Ontario in Can-�
ada.�

Ilse�Treurnicht�and David�
Naylor have�been married�

for 20 years� and have�four children, daughters Karli�
and Melinda and sons Sam and Max.�
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Robarts Library Tours�:�   We need seniors�
interested in becoming tour guides at Robarts�
Library.  They must be comfortable spending one or�
two hours walking through the library and speaking�
to groups of up to 20 students.  A bonus is a compli-�
mentary U. of T. library card.  Training is provided.�

The Department of Psychology� at the University of�
Toronto still needs volunteers.�Are you age 50 to 85�
and interested in participating in studies of learning�
and thinking as people age?�Participants will be paid�
$12 for a one-hour study.  You must have graduated�
from high school, speak English as a first language,�
and provide your own transportation to U of T St.�
George Campus.  Call (416) 978-0905 or e-mail�
adultpool@psych.utoronto.ca�

The Dept. of Sociology� requires volunteers for occa-�
sional alumni events which take place several times a�
year, usually in the early evening, at Croft Chapter�
House or the Sociology offices at Spadina and Bloor.�
The volunteer greets people at the door and signs�
them in.  It is a friendly environment, which often�
provides the opportunity to partake of refreshments�
and hear interesting presentations on social issues.�
This project would appeal to people-oriented persons�
who are able to stand for an hour or so, who are com-�
fortable going out at night, and who are interested in�
sociology.�

The Soldiers’ Tower Committee� is looking for peo-�
ple who would help the keep the Tower open.  This�
would appeal to those who like meeting people and�
who believe that it is important to remember the sac-�
rifices of those who served in the two world wars�
and other engagements.  Normally this would involve�
one afternoon a month.  Training will be provided.�

There is an urgent requirement for volunteers to help�
at the Tower and other campus locations for�Doors�
Open� Saturday and Sunday, May 26 & 27.�

The Soldiers' Tower Committee, Roll of Service�:�
Help is still needed to scan material from the U of T�
Roll of Service and to send this to the Canadian Vir-�
tual War Memorial web site, run by the Department�
of Veterans’ Affairs.  This project requires access to�
a computer and scanner and ability (or willingness to�
learn how) to use a scanner.�

Princess Margaret Hospital� is looking for healthy�
men between 50 & 90  to  participate in a study�
looking at quality of life and memory. They wish to�
compare the quality of life, physical and mental func-�
tion of healthy men against those receiving treatment�
for cancer. A small honorarium will be provided.�
For more information about this important study,�
which will aid in the fight against cancer, please con-�
tact Henriette Breunis at 416-946-4501 ext. 3926.�

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL�
MEETING�

This is to inform you that the Annual General Meeting�
of the Senior Alumni Association will be held on�
Thursday, May 3, 2007, at 1:30 in the afternoon, in�
Room 179, University College, to receive reports�
from the Executive, elect officers and such other busi-�
ness as may be required:�

The Nominating Committee informed the Executive at�
its March meeting, that it expects that most officers�
will be carrying on.  Their final report will be pre-�
sented at the AGM.�Members who would like to join�
the executive will be welcomed.  Just let us know.�
Should anyone wish to challenge the election he or she�
should be aware that our Bylaws state: “Any additional�
nominations must be made by at least three voting mem-�
bers in writing with the consent of the nominees and�
must be in the hands of a Secretary not later than one�
week prior the Annual Meeting.”�

SENIOR ALUMNI VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES�
One of our objectives is “to�provide opportunities for senior alumni to serve the University,” so we offer�
University departments (faculties, groups) the chance to ask us for v�olunteers.  We also inform Senior Alumni�
where they may be useful by posting such opportunities on this page.  We hope you will try one these�
undertakings.  To try one of these projects, or if you�or require further information,� please call Kathy Parks at the�
Senior Alumni Office, phone 416-978-0544  or e-mail senior.alumni@utoronto.ca  or the contacts listed below.�
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Greetings!  We've turned our clocks�
ahead, said goodbye to old man winter�
and look forward to the beginning of�
summer!  Whew!  How fast time flies!�
March brings with it the spring series�
of Canadian Perspectives Lectures and,�
as always, we look forward again to�
seeing many friends and acquaintances.�

"Hats off" to Bev Coburn and her group leaders for the�
great work they do in obtaining the very best speakers and�
topics (of our choice) for our interest and enlightenment.�

Preparations for our annual general meeting (AGM) are�
well under way and the nominating committee is setting up�
a list of candidates who will serve on the executive com-�
mencing in September this year.  The AGM will be held at�
University College, Room 179, Thursday May 3rd at 1:30�
p.m.  How very pleased and privileged we are to have as�
our guest speaker Dr. Ilse Treurnicht, CEO of the MaRS�
Discovery District, and wife of Professor David Naylor.�
As part of this meeting we will honour and thank members�
for their volunteer service and will award, where applica-�
ble, their five and ten year volunteer service pins.�

Refreshments will be served after the meeting in the Croft�
Chapter House.  Remember to record the date on your�
calendar.  I look forward to seeing you there.�

On March 15th, Jackie Vanterpool, Senior Donor Relations�
Officer for the Faculty of Arts and Science at U of T, hosted�
a luncheon at the Faculty Club to thank the Senior Alumni�
Association for its contribution and to honour student Mark�
Easton, the recent recipient of the Margaret Higgins Memo-�
rial Ontario Graduate Scholarship in the Humanities.�

Murray Higgins, along with Bev Coburn, John Corkill and�
yours truly joined in the celebration.  Wherever possible,�
Senior Alumni will continue to support student initiatives�
within the University of Toronto.  In closing, I want to�
thank all our members who give of their time and energy�
to volunteer on our various projects within the University.�
This is an integral part of our mandate and along with our�
lecture series is the glue that holds us together.  I look�
forward to seeing you on May 3rd.�

Doug Philp�

PRESIDENT’S CORNER�

COMING EVENTS�
St. George Campus Tours - 2007�
Ilmar Talvila is again planning tours of the St. George�
Campus.  They will all be on Wednesdays in May 2007,�
starting at 10 a.m., be 2 hours long and cover interesting�
University buildings, people and trees. There is NO reg-�
istration and there are NO fees.�Tours 1 & 2, May 2 &�
9, start at the Museum subway stop.  Tour 3, May 16,�
starts at the St. George subway stop.  Tour 4, May 23,�
starts at the Queen's Park subway stop.  Tour 5, May�
30, starts at the Athletic Centre, south east corner of�
Spadina and Harbord Streets.  For more information�
call: Ilmar Talvila, (416) 231-1752,�

May 24: Theatre Visit to Stratford to see “King�
Lear.”� We have organized a bus trip to Stratford with�
Mary Morton Tours to see King Lear on Thursday�
May 24, 2:00 pm.  The cost is $ 129.00 per person.�
Departures are 9:30 a.m. from Coffee Zone, Days Inn�
Hotel, 30 Carlton St. or 9:50 a.m. from Islington sub-�
way station, east side of Islington Avenue.�
 Lunch will be at the Keystone Alley in Stratford with�
two choices (see form).  Return is about 7:30 p.m.�

To register for this tour, please complete the form be-�
low and mail or deliver it, with a cheque for $ 129.00�/�
person made out to Mary Morton Tours, to:�
Senior Alumni Association�
21 King's College Circle�
University of Toronto M5S3J3�

Mark the envelope:�Stratford Tour.�

Stratford Theatre Visit�
King Lear on Thursday May 24, 2:00 pm.�

Name:...................................................................�

Address:...............................................................�
               ..............................................................�
Telephone No.: ...................................................�

Meal Choice: Turkey piccata or ....... Salmon.......�

A cheque for $ 129.00�/�person, made out to�
Mary Morton Tours, is attached.�
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University of Toronto's first Convocation Hall,�
part of University (King's) College, built in the�
1850's, was destroyed by the fire of February 14,�
1890.  The University of Toronto Alumni Associa-�
tion (UTAA) was formed in 1900.  They held a�
gathering, which 400 at-�
tended, in the gymnasium.�
Convocation was held the�
next day in the examina-�
tion hall of the School of�
Practical Science.  Alumni�
attending this ceremony�
may have realized how�
badly a new convocation�
hall was needed; however,�
the University was under-�
funded (Where have we�
heard that before?), and�
there was no money avail-�
able for this purpose.�

The UTAA president, R.�
A. Reeve believed that the public had a responsi-�
bility to help.  A "Memorial Hall Committee" was�
formed which recommended approval of "...on the�
grounds of the University of Toronto a Memorial�
Hall in memory of those Canadians who fell at�
Ridgeway and of those who suffered fighting in�
the recent campaign in South Africa."  A cam-�
paign to raise funds ensued, beginning with a goal�
of $25,000.00, but as plans expanded, the govern-�
ment agreed to match up to $50,000.00.  The�
UTAA raised a total of $51,574.40. Prominent do-�
nors included Timothy Eaton and the Estate of�
Hart Massey.  Darling and Pearson, who also pre-�
viously designed the Bank of Montreal at Yonge�
and Front (now the Hockey Hall of Fame) and�
later Trinity College, were engaged as architects.�
Frank Darling was on retainer as the University's�
official architect at the time.�

Darling's plans may have shown his belief that the�
University needed a common meeting place to re-�
flect a central identity because the admission of�
the federated universities might cause the institu-�
tion to become a collection of separate entities.  So�

the circular shape gives�
the illustration of an�
inclusive university.�
The outside pillars�
hearken to the wisdom�
and reason associated�
with the ancient Greeks.�
The design reflects the�
Sorbonne Theatre in�
Paris and the Pantheon�
in Rome among other�
structures.  The organ, a�
Casavant Opus 474�
manufactured in Que-�
bec, was installed in�
1912.�

An interesting note: The builder was the father of�
Mary Coburn, mother-in-law of Bev Coburn, our�
immediate Past President.�

 Maureen Somerville and Jonathan Cheevers�

SENIOR ALUMNI ASSOCIATION�

Senior Alumni Association�
Division of University Advancement�
21 King’s College Circle, University of Toronto�
Toronto, Ont.  M5S 3J3�

Phone: 416-978-0544�
FAX:   416-978-3958�

Mark fax "Attention: Senior Alumni Assoc."�
E-mail: senior.alumni@utoronto.ca�
Senior Alumni web page:�

http://www.alumni.utoronto.ca/groups/senior.htm�

CONVOCATION HALL CELEBRATES ITS 100TH BIRTHDAY IN 2007�


