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The Commemoration of the end of WWI 
Remembrance Day at Soldiers’ Tower, November 9, 2018 

 

There will be a service of Remembrance at the southern side of 
Soldiers’ Tower, on November 9, 2018, beginning about 
10:20am and concluding at 11:00am after hymns, prayers, the 
trumpet playing of Reveille, a piper playing a lament, and a mo-
ment of silence. We will hear the cannons firing at Queen’s 
Park, the planes saluting the services and then share hot bever-
ages and cookies in the Great Hall. This gathering, or something 
very similar, has been taking place since the completion of the 
Soldiers’ Tower in June 1924. The tower had been championed 
by Robert Falconer, the president of the University at the time. 
Funds were raised among alumni, as the federal government 
would not invest in education, a provincial area. Enough money 
was raised that a scholarship fund was established to assist vet-
erans who attended after the war. 

   At the onset of WWI, the University had only 3,844 students, 
2,926 men and 918 women. At the end of the war, there was a 
total of 2,526, of which 1,559 were men, and 977 were women. 
Even before conscription, the students and staff of U of T had 
enthusiastically voluntarily enlisted in the armed forces. The 
Memorial Screen of the Tower lists 628, which includes all con-
nected to the University who died while serving in the armed 
forces and auxiliary units of Canada and the allied powers. 

continued in column on the right... 

Remembrance Day ceremonies held at U of T in 1939. Photo courtesy 
of University of Toronto Archives 

Soldiers’ Tower Committee Guidelines for 
Participation in the Remembrance Day Service 

Beyond attending, members of the campus community can par-
ticipate by laying a wreath at the U of T Remembrance Day 
ceremony on November 9 (see article at left). The laying of 
wreaths comes in the last half of the service. Those wishing to 
place a wreath should gather on the sidewalk between the Sol-
diers’ Tower and Hart House. From here, you will be optimally 
situated to move forward at the appropriate time. The officiating 
chaplain will call out when it is time to place the wreaths, and 
members of the Soldiers’ Tower Committee will motion you 
forward. It helps to place the wreath or floral arrangement close 
to the Memorial Wall between the pillars, so that the wind does 
not catch it. 
   Wreaths and floral arrangements should reflect the solemnity 
and dignity of the occasion. A memorial wreath or other floral 
arrangement, with identification ribbon showing the name of the 
sponsoring organization, and/or relevant messages such as “Lest 
we forget” or “We remember” is allowed. Other signs or ban-
ners are prohibited. 
   If using an artificial (i.e. reusable) wreath or floral arrange-
ment, you are requested to retrieve it from the Memorial Wall 
approximately one week after the service, for storage at your 
own premises during the year. Displays of live flowers can be 
left at the Memorial Wall and we will tend them as long as they 
last. 
   Please be advised that theft and vandalism of wreaths have 
occasionally occurred. 
   Photographers are asked to refrain from standing at the Me-
morial Wall or in the Memorial Arch while the service is in pro-
gress. 

For more information, contact the Soldiers’ Tower administra-
tive office at: (416) 978-3485, soldiers.tower@utoronto.ca 

...continued from column on the left 

   The U of T had contributed in many other ways than manpow-
er. The Connaught Laboratory was established to produce anti-
toxins for diphtheria, tetanus and other diseases. The Canadian 
Army Dental Corps is probably the first separate military dental 
service in the world. The University provided residence, 
grounds for drill, and classroom space for the British Royal Fly-
ing Corps. A tent city was set up in 1918 on the back campus to 
accommodate the large numbers of men who came from all over 
Canada to train as air force recruits. 
   If you read Margaret MacMillan’s book Paris 1919, the nego-
tiations of areas of influence by the various allies during WWI 
can be seen even today in the structure of countries and territo-
ries that had been in the war arena. Though the war had ended 
100 years ago, but its effects can be felt today and will last into 
the future. We can never forget! 

Maureen Somerville, past-resident, SAA 

John Edward Lang 
(1942-2018) 
This summer, the Senior Alumni Association 
was greatly saddened to learn that one of our 
past Executive members had died on May 15, 
2018. John Lang joined the SAA in the fall of 
2014 as our executive secretary, and he proved 

to be an excellent addition to our team for the two years he 
served with us in that position. 

continued on page 3... 
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One of our objectives is to provide opportunities for senior alumni to 
serve the University. We hope you will try one of these opportunities. 

Senior Alumni Volunteer Opportunities  Events 

University Health Network Volunteer Opportunities 

 

 

 

 

Are you retired and/or looking to get involved in something mean-
ingful? Come and volunteer with us at University Health Network, 
where you can meet new friends and gain a different experience 
while making a positive difference in someone’s life. We have a 
lot of opportunities in the areas of patient support, clinic or unit 
support, waiting room support or administrative support across our 
hospital sites. The programs we would like to highlight are: 
 Hospital Elder Life Program (HELP) – Volunteers’ involvement 

allows elderly patients to stay physically and mentally active 
during their time at the hospital through activities, mobility ex-
ercises and communication with the healthcare team. This en-
sures patients receive the best care possible. 

 Engage Program/Creative Arts Program – Volunteers engage 
patients through music, art, or crafts primarily in inpatient units. 
Typically, we are looking for volunteers who play the guitar, 
flute, violin, erhu, banjo, bandura, clarinet, keyboards and pi-
ano, and volunteers who enjoy drawing and sketching or doing 
crafts such as origami with patients. 

 Waiting Room Program – Volunteers liaise between families 
and friends of patients, and the clinical staff. They provide 
friendly and compassionate support and general assistance to 
family and friends of patients in waiting rooms, keep staff in-
formed of any questions or concerns of visitors and assist them 
administratively.  

 Navigator Program – In their role as Navigators, volunteers are 
situated at information desks, at entry points of the hospital or 
near elevators. From there, they greet, direct and escort patients, 
families, and visitors to different areas of the hospital; ambula-
tory clinics, inpatient units, waiting rooms or to administrative 
areas. 

 Healing Beyond the Body (HBB) – Volunteers contribute to 
patient care by offering enhanced emotional support and system 
guidance at every stage of the cancer journey. 

 Inpatient Visiting Program – Volunteers provide emotional 
support to patients and their family members in inpatient units, 
listening to them, engaging them in conversation, games or oth-
er activities, reading to them or providing them with reading 
material. 

Contact Ivetka Vasil, 416-603-5800 ext. 2362 
http://www.uhn.ca/corporate/ways-help/Volunteering_UHN 

2018 Service of Remembrance 
Friday November 9, 2018 

10:20-11:00 a.m. 
Soldiers’ Tower, 7 Hart House Circle 

The service includes the recitation of the poem In Flanders 
Fields, written by University College alumnus John McCrae, the 
singing of traditional hymns, readings, laying of wreaths, The 
Last Post, The Lament, Reveille, and the royal and national an-
thems. A reception in the Great Hall of Hart House follows the 
service, and the Memorial Room museum in Soldiers’ Tower is 
open for visitors. 

All are welcome to attend. 

…Events 

“Quotable Quotes” 
We are all ready to be savage in some cause. The difference 
between a good man and a bad one is the choice of the cause. 

William James, psychologist   

I have come to believe over and over again that what is most im-
portant to me must be spoken, made verbal and shared, even at 
the risk of having it bruised or misunderstood. 

Audre Lorde, writer and civil rights activist  

 
 
 
 

Participate in a simulated driving 
experiment aimed at improving road safety! 

The goal of this study is to examine whether younger and older 
drivers differ in terms of their ability to make safe and accurate 
judgments under more versus less demanding driving conditions. 
We are looking for healthy adult volunteers between the ages 
of 20-35 or 65+ to participate in a research study. You will be 
asked to complete a driving task in a driving simulator at 
Toronto Rehab. 

To learn more or participate, please contact: 

Katherine Bak 
E-mail: Katherine.Bak@uhn.ca 
Phone: (416) 597-3422 x 7803 

 

Are you 
55-80? 

The University of Toronto’s Psychology Department is looking 
for volunteers to participate in a variety of aging studies. 

To volunteer, you must have at least a grade 11 education and 
be fluent in English. Participants are paid $18 per hour. 

Contact us for details 

Phone: (416) 978-0905 E-mail: adultpool@psych.utoronto.ca 
http://www.psych.utoronto.ca/users/adultpool/ 

http://www.uhn.ca/corporate/ways-help/Volunteering_UHN
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This year, the U of T Remembrance 
Day Service will be held on November 
9 in front of Soldiers’ Tower starting at 
10:20am (see the stories on page 1).  
This is the 100th commemoration of 
the end of WWI. I invite everyone to 
attend to pay their respects to all those 
who fought and died—including many 
women and men from U of T—for the 
freedom we enjoy today. 
   I was also saddened to learn of the 
passing of John Lang (see the obituary 
starting on page 1). John started as a 
volunteer doing Robarts Library tours 

in 2012 (which is how I met him) and became our executive sec-
retary for two years starting in 2014. He had an impressive pro-
fessional career and was a generous volunteer. 
   We’re very proud of Ruth Cameron, our assistant treasurer, who 
received an Arbor Award at this year’s ceremony on October 15 
(story on page 4). 
   There’s still time to catch a few outstanding lectures in our Ca-
nadian Perspectives lecture series. See http://uoft.me/saacp. I al-
ways learn something new at these lectures—including the fact 
that many of our lecture attendees have quite a passion for Cana-
dian ballet dancers! 
   Astute readers will notice the return of our colophon—the boxes 
in the bottom right corner of this page. It wanders in an out of the 
SAA News depending on space requirements. 

Ihor Prociuk, president, SAA 
ihor.prociuk@utoronto.ca 

 President’s Corner 

Obituary for John Edward Lang 
...continued from page 1 

   A graduate of the University of Toronto in math and physics 
(B.Sc.’64) (MA Physics ‘66) John enjoyed a 34-year career with 
Imperial Oil Corporation, culminating in the role of Director, Ex-
ecutive Organization & Development. During the later years of 
his career, John earned a degree through part-time studies at Vic-
toria College in English in 1996. 
   John was an incredibly committed volunteer. Not only was he 
our executive secretary but he volunteered as well as a Robarts 
Library tour volunteer. He also had a very active volunteer life 
after his retirement in 2000 at the Sunnybrook Health Sciences 
Centre in the Emergency Department, and the Odette Cancer Cen-
tre. as editor of the Sunnybrook Volunteer newspaper and as coor-
dinator of the Joy of Life Ceiling Tile donor program. In 2017, 
John received a Province of Ontario Volunteer Award for his in-
volvement and service. 
   John’s volunteering activity wasn’t just confined to his retire-
ment years. During his working career, he also devoted himself to 
multifaceted positions in supporting the Arts world: serving as 
President of the National Ballet School in the 1980s, as Fundrais-
ing Chair for the Stratford Festival, and as board member for both 
Tafelmusik Toronto and the Canadian Opera Company. 
   Born in Oshawa, John grew up in Montreal before attending U 
of T. He was married to Margaret Ann, his wife of 50 years, and 
was the father of three sons (Warren, David, and Matthew) and 
grandfather to two granddaughters and two grandsons. 
   The SAA was blessed to have known John and worked with him 
for the two years he was on our Executive. The SAA has made a 
donation in John Lang’s name to the Senior Alumni Memorial 
Scholarship. And, of course, our thoughts and condolences go out 
to his family. 

Wendy Talfourd-Jones  
SAA archivist  

A Tempest With a Difference 
 
The Tempest is one of my favour-

ites among Shakespeare’s works. 

Therefore, I attended the Stratford 

production on October 23rd with 

some trepidation—the lead was being played by a woman! How-

ever, my fears were met head-on by Martha Henry in the role of 

Prospero. She was wonderful! The whole production was thrill-

ing: design, costumes, special effects, music, and all. The Festi-

val Theatre stage was extended in order to give more acting 

space, and the “balcony” became involved with something like a 

mangrove root. The Harpy, seen for about a minute, made me 

jump as it appeared. 

   Martha Henry was excellent as Prospero. The character was 

acknowledged as female by the use of feminine pronouns and 

the dynamic of the play was beautifully changed with a mother/

daughter relationship, rather than a father/daughter one. The 

scenes between them, with Mamie Zwettler as Miranda, became 

more intimate in a lovely way, with physical touching emphasiz-

ing the closeness of the two. Prospero could become tough and 

hard as well, especially in the early scenes, when she wanted 

revenge against her brother, Antonio’s, treachery. Some other 

performances bear mentioning. Stephen Ouimette as Trinculo 

and Tom McCamus as Stephano supplied some very comic vil-

lainy. Ariel, the sprite, played by Andlire Morin, moved and 

spoke like an otherworldly being, a nice contrast to Caliban, a 

thoroughly nasty beast, earthbound and bitter. Michael Blake 

played him with the touch of evil necessary. The rest of the cast 

were uniformly good, some playing multiple roles. E.B. Smith 

played the Boatswain, a spirit and with two others, also played 

the Harpy. This being was really a gigantic puppet, with flapping 

wings, glowing red eyes, and a nasty disposition. Characters 

were often on stage for only a brief time, but Chick Reid as Iris, 

Alexis Gordon as Ceres and Lucy Peacock as Juno had the most 

wonderful costumes to wear. 

   Mary Morton Tours gave us great service going and coming as 

usual, Joan as escort and Iona—a woman!—as driver. We found 

the lunch at Borealis in Kitchener not as up to Mary Morton 

standards as usual, but the theatre seats were prime. The weather 

was very changeable, but managed to be mostly dry whenever 

we left the coach! 

Maureen Somerville 
SAA past president 

         Martha Henry as Prospero 
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Ruth Cameron Receives 
Arbor Award 

The Wedgwood Blue Room in the 
University of Toronto Faculty Club 

Each year, Alumni Relations within the Division of University 
Advancement manages and executes the Arbor Awards program. 
These awards honour and celebrate the contributions made by 
exceptional volunteers to specific academic units, such as facul-
ties, colleges or institutes, or to the University at large. Close to 
130 volunteers received an Arbor Award at this year’s ceremony, 
held on October 15. For the first time in its 29 years, the Arbor 
Awards were hosted off U of T property at the Carlu, an Art Mo-
derne event space in downtown Toronto. 
...The Arbor Award consists of a framed certificate and a lapel pin 
shaped like an oak leaf. 
   President Meric Gertler thanked the volunteers and along with 
the new U of T Chancellor Rose Patten—herself an Arbor Award 
winner—presented the Award to each recipient. Barbara Dick, 
assistant vice-president of alumni relations, introduced each recip-
ient and read a brief summary of their volunteer contributions. 
Ruth Cameron, the SAA’s assistant treasurer received an Arbor 
Award for her work on the SAA executive as well as volunteering 
for the Robarts Library tours and the nursing exam. 

President Meric Gertler and new Chancellor Rose Patten present the Arbor 
Award to Ruth Cameron (centre). (photo by Gustavo Toledo Photography) 

Family members and past recipients of an Arbor Award were also 
invited to attend. Current and past members of the SAA executive 
were on hand (see below) to celebrate Ruth Cameron’s Arbor 
Award. 

Front (l to r): Maureen Somerville (current past-president), Ruth Cameron 
(assistant treasurer), Wendy Talfourd-Jones (events chair and archivist), 

Gloria Buckley (planning chair). Back row (l to r): Don Forsey (past treasurer), 
Ihor Prociuk (president) (photo by Gustavo Toledo Photography) 

If you don’t know where you’ve been, 
how do you know where you’re going? 
There are quite a few variations on the above headline, including 
“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat 
it.” (George Santayana, 1863). The above headline seems to im-
ply that you should walk into the future facing backwards. I don’t 
want to get too philosophical but I do think it’s important to 
glance into the past—even if it’s only to congratulate yourself on 
everything that you’ve accomplished. 
   Wendy Talfourd-Jones, our archivist, has spend quite a bit of 
time putting back issues of our newsletter in order. As a side pro-
ject, Wendy, along with our administrative assistant, Olga Kleno-
va, has created a list of all story headlines and photos in all back 
issues. 
   Below is an excerpt from our very first issue of the Senior 
Alumni News: Vol. 1, No. 1, Autumn 1991. It appeared 15 years 
after the SAA was created in 1976. It was only two-pages and 
there’s no indication as to how many copies were produced. From 
a technical standpoint, it seems to have some higher production 
values. It includes different font sizes and uses a proportional 
font—not something that was created on a typewriter. There was 
an indication that the newsletter was “[p]roduced with the assis-
tance of a donation from the Senior Talent Bank Association of 
Ontario”. This will require a bit more investigation. The lead sto-
ry reported on our 15th annual meeting. 
   We hope to scan all back issues and make them available on the 
Alumni website so you too can see where we’ve been. 

Ihor Prociuk 
editor, SAA News 


